
Animals 
 

Ideas for Parents - Class 3 

 

Communication and Language. 

 Talk about animals that are pets and animals that are wild.  
Look out for foxes, rabbits, squirrels, badgers and deer when 
you go outside. 

 Observe other animals if you go into the countryside such as 
sheep, cows, hens and pigs. 

 
Physical Development 

 If you have enough space then play a game of fast and slow.  
The children can pretend to either a slow moving animal or a 
fast one. 

 Using any old cereal boxes etc make the houses of the three 
little pigs together.  Practise drawing, cutting and sticking. 

 Find some animal templates for the children to draw round 
or some animal tracing cards. 

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Talk about how we have to look after animals whether they 
are pets or live on a farm or live in the wild. 

 Play with a toy farm and discuss why the ducks need to be 
put on the water, why the sheep need to go on the grass etc. 

 If possible visit a farm, there may be a chance to help feed 
baby animals. 

 
Literacy 

 Read together the well-known story of “The Three Little 
Pigs” and possibly “Little Red Riding Hood”.  “Chicken 
Licken” is another story that is enjoyed by young children. 

 
 



 
Mathematics 

 Look at pictures of animals and count how many legs they 
have. 

 Ask questions like, “Has it a tail, if so is it a long one or a 
short one?”  “Look at ears, are they large or small?”  “Look 
at the coat; does it have long hair or short hair?”  “Is the hair 
straight or curly?” 

 Look at the size of the animal.  Compare it to different 
people e.g. “Is it bigger than you or smaller than you?” 

 If you have any matching cards of animals then play a 
matching game or play snap. 

 
Understanding the World 

 It is a good idea if you can visit a zoo so that children can see 
animals that are usually living in another country.  They can 
observe their living conditions and what they like to eat. 

 They can also listen to the sounds they make to 
communicate to others. 

 
Expressive Arts and Design 

 Use egg boxes, tubes and cereal boxes to make animals. 

 Make collage animals using different fabrics. 

 Use play dough to make 3D animals. 

 Learn nursery rhymes e.g. 
o Baa, Baa black sheep. 
o Goosey, goosey gander. 
o Hickory, Dickory, Dock. 
o Little Bo-peep. 
o Old Mother Hubbard. 
o Ride a cock horse. 
o Three blind mice. 
o Hey diddle diddle. 
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