
Circus 
 

Ideas for Parents - Class 4 

 

Communication and Language 
 

 If you are not able to visit a circus then explain to 
children what it is.  Find some pictures of clowns, 
acrobats etc to look at.   

 Find pictures of clowns and talk about what they look 
like.  They do things to make us laugh.  Discuss things 
that make us laugh.  

 An acrobat walks in a straight line. Try to draw straight 
lines with a pencil or crayon. Make sure correct grip is 
used. 

 
Physical Development 
 

 Try balancing like an acrobat, first on one leg, then the 
other, then on one leg and one hand etc. 

 Play a ring game “Hokey Cokey”. 

 A clown sometimes juggles with balls.  Practise 
throwing and catching one ball. 

 Try to learn how to skip with a skipping rope. 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

 As discussed earlier, clowns do things to make us 
laugh.  Talk about happy faces and sad faces.  Try to 
draw some. 

 Look at facial expressions. Play a game of making a 
face. 

 If possible have some dressing up clothes available and 
some face paints so that children can make themselves 
look like clowns.  An adult will have to use the face 
paints. 

 



 
 
 
 
Literacy 
 

 Read “Spot goes to the circus” by Eric Hill and “Mr 
Funny at the circus” by Roger Hargreaves. 

 
Mathematics 
 

 A big top is round in shape.  Try drawing some circles. 

 There are seats inside the big top.  Some are at the 
front, some in the middle and some at the back.  
Position some seats at home so that you can talk about 
front, middle and back. 

 There are patterns on the big top and on the clown’s 
clothes.  Make some stripy patterns using two colours. 

 
Understanding the World 
 

 Talk about homes and where people live.  The circus 
travels to different towns and sometimes to different 
countries so their homes have to be mobile.  Look at 
mobile homes and compare them with your own home. 

 An acrobat sometimes rides a unicycle.  Talk about 
what it is then discuss wheels on bicycles, tricycles and 
cars. 

 
Expressive Arts and Design 
 

 Make a clown out of card using split pins for legs, arms 
and head.  Decorate using stripy patterns and dotty 
patterns.  Use thread for hair. 

 Sing “If you’re happy and you know it …” and “Heads, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes”. 
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