
Shape/Christmas 
 

Ideas for Parents - Class 3 

 

1. Communication and Language 
 

 Find any objects in the kitchen that are circular in shape e.g. 
plates, clocks etc. 

 Talk about any food that may be circular e.g. biscuits.  Are there 
any other shaped biscuits? 

 Buy some soft triangular cheeses and before eating them, talk 
about the shape. 

 Before reading a story, look at the shape of the book.  Is it a 
shape that your child recognises? 

 At Christmas, look at any Christmas cards or any other special 
occasion cards and discuss their shapes. 

 
2. Physical Development 
 

 Play circle games like ‘Here we go round the Mulberry bush’ or 
‘Ring a ring a roses’. 

 Make patterns with sticky shapes or solid shapes. 

 Talk about the properties of a square i.e. it has four sides.  Try to 
find anything in the home that looks like a square e.g. cushions. 

 Look at pictures of houses and name any shapes that you can 
see. 

 
3. Personal, Social and Emotional  
 

 Talk about the sun and moon and their shape.  Explain why you 
should not look at the sun.  Does the sun make you happy or 
sad? 

 Mr Rush is a character in the Mr Men books.  He rushes around 
everywhere.  Talk about why it might not be a good idea to do 
this. 

 The three little pigs built their own houses.  How do you think they 
felt when the wolf blew the homes down?  Did the story have a 
happy ending? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Literacy 
 

 The “Elmer” storybooks are very popular, try to read some of 
them and discuss the ‘squares’ that Elmer has on his body. 

 Find any Christmas stories that you think your children would like. 
Perhaps make a Christmas list together with post it. 

 
5. Mathematics 
 

 Go outside and look at any patterns on the houses.  Look for 
squares, circles, rectangles and triangles. 

 Punch holes in each corner of a triangle and thread with laces or 
wool. 

 Think about how many people you need to buy Christmas cards 
for.  Buy some or make some.  What shape are they? 

 
6. Understanding the World 
 

 Make some cakes or tarts, which have a round shape.  Watch 
how the mixture changes in the oven. 

 Look at one another’s eyes.  Talk about the shape. 

 Make some bubble mixture and blow bubbles.  What shape are 
they? 

 When you go outside, notice the shape of the road signs. 

 At Christmas time, look at the shape of your tree.  How can you 
look after your tree?   

 If it snows, try to look at the shapes of the snowflakes or look at 
some pictures of snowflakes. 

 
7. Expressive Arts and Design 
 

 Find some round objects to print with e.g. cotton reels, tubes etc.  
Use different coloured paint to make a circle picture. 

 Look at some pictures of musical instruments.  Can you see some 
circle and triangle shapes? 

 Use paint suitable for finger painting.  Try painting a tree shape 
then decorate it with coloured shapes. 

 Make a bright star for the Christmas tree. 
 

 



Shape/Christmas 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Class 3 


