
Minibeasts

Class 4



Minibeasts
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Week 1 – Animal Names

Communication and Language
● Talk about minibeasts being small creatures. Name some e.g.

fly, bee, wasp, greenfly, beetle, woodlouse, spider, snail,
ladybird, caterpillar.

● Discuss where you would find them. Look outside and inside to
see which you can find.

● Talk about what they are doing and whether they can fly or not.

Physical Development

● Practise moving slow or fast like the mini beasts. Wriggle like a
worm, hop like a grasshopper. Think of words to describe how
some of them move.

● Try to draw some of the mini beasts that you have seen
ensuring correct pencil grip.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

● Read ‘The Bad Tempered Ladybird’ and discuss why he was
bad tempered. Talk about your moods and feelings. What
makes you bad tempered and how do you get over it?

● Why was little Miss Muffet frightened of the spider? Talk about
things that frighten you.

● If you are going for a walk to look for mini beasts, then
remember to think about conserving the environment e.g. not to
throw litter on the floor and not to pick wild flowers.

Literacy

● Read some books about minibeasts e.g. ‘The Very Hungry
Caterpillar’ and ‘The Bad Tempered Ladybird’ by Eric Carle,
‘The Caterpillar’ and ‘The Honey Bee’ by Peter Curry and ‘Buzz’
by Roger Hargreaves. There are also nursery rhymes e.g. ‘Incy
Wincy Spider’ and ‘Little Miss Muffet’.



Mathematics

● When looking for minibeasts count how many of each kind.
● You will need a magnifying glass to look at details e.g. how

many legs a spider has or how many spots a ladybird has.
● Investigate slow and fast in mini beasts, also fly and not fly.
● If you can dig in the garden and find some worms, compare

sizes and use words like, short, shorter, shortest and long,
longer, longest. You can also compare widths e.g. fat, fatter,
fattest.

● What is the smallest mini beast that you can find and what is the
biggest?

● Which minibeasts are found under something?
● Do any of the mini beasts have patterns on them? If so, try to

draw the pattern and if you are able to use a camera, then
perhaps take a photograph of what you have seen.

Understanding the World

● Think about any mini beasts that you get in the home e.g. flies,
wood lice, beetles. Discuss why they are there and where they
live.  What do they do and what do they eat?

● Talk about the health risks from flies and why we have to keep
food covered up.

● Outside explore under stones, plants, trees and anything flying
around. Discuss again where the mini beasts live and how
some of them are useful e.g. bees making honey and ladybirds
eating greenfly. Where do snails live and what is their home
like?

Expressive Arts and Design

● Look at patterns on the mini beasts.  Paint a stripy picture and
then a spotty one.

● Look at pictures of butterflies.  Talk about symmetry and that the
pattern on one side of the butterfly is the same on the other
side.

● Draw a large outline of a butterfly and make a crease down the
middle.  Paint on one side only, fold and press down.  The
pattern will appear on both sides.  Keep adding more paint to
one side and repeat the process again.


