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12th November 2020 

Dear Parents 

Appropriate use of devices and Social Media 

Members of staff have raised concerns that some of our pupils may be accessing games and 
social media sites which are inappropriate for them, and we want to draw your attention to 
this. Internet safety is of utmost importance to us in school; please make sure you are fully 
aware of the information your child is subject to when online.  

Roblox is an online game and app where you can create your own games or play games that 
other users have made. There’s the option to chat to other players, but you can change this 
to private or friends only.  7+ Official age rating 

Minecraft is a game that lets you build and create a virtual world using building blocks. 
Other activities include using the multiplayer function to explore the worlds created by 
other users and to combat, chat and play with them. Minecraft has a PEG age rating of 7+. 

Fortnite is a popular survival action game where up to 100 live players can fight each other 
to be the last one standing. The game includes heavy violence but with little blood or gore. 
You can talk to other players using public, private and voice chat. 12+ Official age rating. 
The NSPCC guide rates this game as ‘high risk for ‘violence and hatred’ category. 

TikTok is a social media platform that lets you create, share and discover 60 second videos. 
You can use music and effects to enhance your videos and you can also browse other 
people’s videos and interact with them. 13+ Official age rating 

Tik Tok is one platform we are aware that some of our children may be accessing. Please 
note TikTok has a user rating for 13+ years. If a user has a public profile, anyone signed into 
the TikTok app can view that user’s public videos and children are potentially exposed to 
inappropriate music or sounds. Please note there are parental controls to simply block apps 
from your underage child’s phone. Please see the Apple App Store or Google Play 
Store instructions for more on parental controls (or “restrictions”) and how to enable them. 
Users can control who can see their uploaded content, follow them, and send them 
messages by making their account private. Please remember, even with a private account, 
profile information – including profile photo, username, and bio – will be visible to all users. 

Please note that we have also been made aware of an on-line game called ‘Among Us’. The 
age rating is PEGI 12+ (ESRB 10+) but the interaction between players has the potential to  
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be explicit. If your child is playing Among Us with friends and family, this should not be an 
issue. However, when entering into an online match with strangers, there is a chance that 
they will be exposed to inappropriate language. There is an option to turn on the ‘chat 
sensor’ and we would recommend that you do this so that offensive and foul language is 
automatically avoided. It would also be a good idea to ask your son/daughter to play private 
games just with their friends and family by sharing their private codes. We strongly advise 
that pupils do not access either ‘Tik Tok’ or ‘Among Us’ as they are underage. 

The following checklist should help ensure that your son/daughter is using social media 
responsibly: 

1. Social media apps have lower age limits for users. Please ensure that your son/daughter is 
not accessing a platform they are not yet old enough to use. 

2. As a parent and the bill payer, engage in a dialogue with your son/daughter about their 
use of social media, including WhatsApp chat groups, checking their social media 
involvement as you deem appropriate; it is not an invasion of your child’s privacy to 
regularly check their device. 

3. Children should never be permitted to set up their own accounts for apps and social 
media. However it is advisable to counsel children from a very young age never to reveal 
personal information such as age, address, or phone number, photographs on his/her 
profile on devices now or in the future. 

If you have any concerns or wish to find out more, there was a recent TV programme: 
‘Panorama - Is Tik Tok Safe?’ which you could find on BBC IPlayer.  You may also find it helpful 
to refer to the NSPCC website http://www.net-aware.org.uk to become more informed of 
the possible risks of social media and game use, and advice to help safeguard your child. 
This has detailed information on privacy measures and age restrictions for many apps and 
social media sites. 

Thank you for your support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Rachel Smith 
Headmistress 
 


